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Dear Mr. Rustad and Committee Members, 
 
The Backcountry Lodges of British Columbia Association (BLBCA), representing 27 independently 
operated lodges, is an active participant in the tourism industry and a key player in the wilderness and 
adventure tourism sectors. We are keenly aware of the devastation in the timber industry, brought on 
by the Mountain Pine Beatle infestation and applaud the Governments attempts to mitigate the effects. 
However, we feel any meaningful mitigation efforts must include input from the tourism industry.  
 
Although not specified in your Committee’s terms of reference, tourism is an important stakeholder in 
forestry and land use management and we would like to take this opportunity to provide input into your 
deliberations. 
 
Preservation of our Visual Quality Objectives (VQO’s), Old Growth Management Areas (OGMAs), 
Riparian areas and other forestry management tools, allows us to offer a tourism product of 
unmatched quality. It is what truly makes British Columbia “super natural” and helped to lead a tourist 
industry rebound in 2010.  
 
According to BC Stats, the tourism industry grew by 4.3% in 2010 and generated $6.5 billion in 
revenues. This figure represents nearly 4% of BC GDP. Nature tourism, which encompasses 
wilderness and adventure tourism, provided $1.5 billion to our economy and drew nearly a million 
visitors to British Columbia. 
 
We accept that the timber industry is rapidly reaching a critical juncture and decisions regarding 
changes to land use and forestry are critical, however we believe a full and thorough cost-benefit 
analysis should be undertaken before any permanent decisions are reached. This analysis should take 
into consideration the often “non-priced” characteristics of many natural resources. Any study based 
solely on market based inputs may not yield a return in a commercial sense on the true value of our 
natural resources. We would urge an analysis which considers the total economic value  of our forests 
and lands resources on a long-term basis. 
 
Nature-based tourism is an important contributor to both local and provincial economic development 
while supporting conservation and ecological biodiversity. We hope to have the opportunity of working 
with your committee in finding solutions to build a stronger and more prosperous forestry and tourism 
industry in British Columbia. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
Brad Harrison 
Executive Director, Backcountry Lodges of BC Association 
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Eric Foster, MLA, Vernon-Monashee 
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