
Dear Ms Chong: 
 
I have written to the Ministers of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations and of Jobs, Tourism 
and Innovation to express my concern about discussions about logging in forest reserve areas to provide 
temporary timber supply. However, I should express the same concerns to you as my member of the 
Legislative Assembly. 
 
While I can understand the political expediency of trying to provide additional timber supply for mills 
and communities hard hit by the mountain pine beetle, particularly in communities affected by the 
recent mill explosions, it is ill-advised to do so by logging in forests reserved for non-timber values such 
as visual resources, old growth management areas, ungulate winter ranges and recreation areas. As a 
biologist/forester, I observed the difficulty in setting aside such reserves under the Forest Practices Code 
and then under the Forest and Range Practices Act. Much justification was required of forest 
professionals for such areas to be reserved. In most cases, efforts were unsuccessful because, 
particularly under the Forest and Range Practices Act, the priority is on timber production. The relatively 
few forest reserves that were designated are sorely needed. 
 
To now allow logging of those hard-won reserves simply to cushion a short-term timber supply problem 
in the wake of the mountain pine beetle outbreak is short-sighted. Those reserves are required to 
conserve many non-timber values of the public’s forests. To mine them of timber at this stage will 
impoverish the very communities that your government is trying to help, sacrificing long-term diversity 
for short-term and questionable gains. Note also that the Conversation on BC Forests 
(http://bcforestconversation.com/), which focused on healthy communities with healthy forests, has 
confirmed that forest communities are very concerned about management for diversity in their local 
forests, wanting community influence on forest management and diverse economic development on 
their forests. Similarly, the Association of BC Forest Professionals (http://www.abcfp.ca/about_us/mid-
term_timber.asp) has stressed the need to: 
 

1. continue to practice sustainable forestry in BC; and 
2. ensure that any changes to areas that have been reserved or conserved by forest 

professionals have to be subject to open and transparent consultations with communities so 
long-term sustainability issues can be discussed and understood by all concerned.  

 
In summary, harvesting in reserves, purely for timber, is directly counter to what forest-based 
communities, and the general BC public, need. Forest management for sustainability and diversity is 
required to maintain long-term viability and sustainability of all BC’s forest-dependent communities. A 
knee-jerk policy of securing short-term additional timber to the long-term detriment of non-timber 
values is not stewardship, and is not what forest-dependent communities have said they need. Please 
ask your government to re-think this and preserve those hard-won forest reserves. 
 
Regards 
 
 
Ben van Drimmelen, RP Bio, RPF (Ret), LL.B. 
876 Linkleas Avenue 
Victoria, B.C. V8S 5C3 
250.598.0570 
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