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April 17th 2012 

 

Honourable Steve Thomson 

Minister of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations 

Parliament Buildings 

Victoria BC V8V 1X4 

 

Dear Minister Thomson: 

I am writing to ask that the government immediately begin a public consultation process based 

on the Chief Forester's report which examines options for mitigating the projected decrease in 

the short- and mid-term timber supply in the Lakes, Prince George, Quesnel, and Williams Lake 

Timber Supply Areas (TSAs), including potential changes to existing land-use plans. I 

understand that the technical analysis outlined in the report was conducted by the Chief Forester 

with assistance from both ministry staff and forest company foresters.  

 

Given the current economic situation and land use plans, internal government documents show 

that we may see commercial timber supply shortages as soon as 2013. Documents also show that 

as a result, direct and indirect job losses may rise above 50 per cent in the Lakes and Quesnel 

TSAs. One-and-a-half years is not a lot of time to plan for the transition of our forest-dependent 

communities. 

  

As you are aware, more and more stakeholder groups are publicly expressing concerns about the 

possibility of opening forest reserves in order to increase timber supply. Many groups and 

individuals are already saying "no" to relaxing land use constraints before the government has 

had a chance to outline the options and opportunities it has explored in its technical appraisal. 

Delaying discussions about the report's contents will only further entrench positions surrounding 

this sensitive issue before any consultation process has begun. 

 

The public must be given the opportunity to participate in the conversation about the future of 

the land base in the MPB zone as quickly as possible. The technical assessment of timber supply 

and non-timber objectives should inform the public debate around the government’s long-term 

strategy for the forest industry and forest ecosystems. Meaningful consultation with citizens and 

stakeholders is necessary in order to achieve the social licence to make any changes to the land 

use plans in the impacted region. These individuals are the owners of BC's public forests. 

 

Based on the timeframe outlined in the government's own documents, it is apparent that it must 

take action on this issue immediately. I hope that discussions surrounding this report will be the 

first step in a larger public information and consultation process on the future of our forest-

dependent communities in the central interior. 
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I look forward to your response. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Simpson 

Independent MLA, Cariboo North 

 

 

Cc:  Honourable Christy Clark, Premier of British Columbia 

Cc:  Jim Sutherland, British Columbia's Acting Chief Forester 
 

 

 


