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Presentation to the Special Committee on Timber Supply  
 
My name is Elisabeth Doerig. I am a resident and business owner in the Vanderhoof Forest 
District. I have lived here with my family for over 25 years, and together with my husband Joe I 
own and operate Nechako Lodge & Aviation, a wilderness tourism business in the Upper 
Nechako near Kenney Dam. 
 
Right from the beginning we have been involved in just about every public process on land use 
issues in this area, from the LRUP’s in the early 90ies through the Vanderhoof LRMP to the 
Public Advisory Group for SFM certification, from the Vanderhoof Access Management Plan to 
commenting on SFP drafts and amendments and any kind of operating plan. To gain a stronger 
voice in these issues we have joined with other wilderness tourism operators and formed the 
Upper Nechako Wilderness Council. Needless to say, that after investing so much time and 
efforts - debating, fighting, compromising - to gain some protection for non-timber resource 
values, we are shocked that a political decision could void what has so painstakingly been 
achieved by public processes. 
 
Since the Burns Lake Sawmill fire has thrown the spotlight on the harsh facts of the dwindling 
timber supply, relaxing or even eliminating certain land use objectives has been presented as an 
option to increase the timber supply. This choice was strongly promoted by comparing the 
economic value of tourism vs. logging and by weighing the apparently insignificant tourism 
values of our “industrial” area against high profile tourism regions such as Vancouver-Whistler 
or the Okanagan.  We would like to point out to you, that the members of the Upper Nechako 
Wilderness Council are all able to make a comfortable living for themselves and their families as 
well as employing some seasonal staff. We have been promoting and selling these same 
tourism values to visitors from all over the world for many years. And interestingly, residents of 
the Prince George TSA make up one of the largest group of our guests, which confirms the 
government’s own statistics that BC residents recreate in their backyard. 
 
While non-timber resource values such as Visual Quality, Old Growth Management, Riparian 
Management, and Wildlife Management are crucial for a viable wilderness tourism industry, 
they are no less essential to the residents of this area; they are a vital element of our quality of 
life. We can enjoy a great variety of excellent forest recreation opportunities close to our home, 



because dedicated stakeholders and members of the public worked long and hard to develop 
and establish land use objectives protecting these resource values. Although we live in an area 
where resource extraction is important, we still deserve the same protection for our non-
timber resource values and our quality of life as other regions of the province. 

 
The government’s own surveys show that residents value visual quality as highly as tourists do. 
We strongly believe that most of us care what kind of landscape we see when we look out of 
our windows, on our way to work, or when we take the family for a drive along the highway or 
into the backcountry to our favourite fishing hole. The majority of us are connected to the 
forest in some way or other. We live in it, we work in it and we play in it, and for the sake of our 
quality of life we need to balance what we take out and what we leave intact. 
 
Unfortunately we cannot measure the value of our quality of life here. But why else would 
people, who grew up in this area and moved away, eventually come back to stay; why else 
would people from other countries or continents choose to live and raise a family here, as is the 
case for myself and my husband; why else would children go away for education or, in the case 
of our two sons, to learn a trade in Europe, and come back to live here, when they could earn 
much more overseas; why else would professionals such as teachers, doctors, lawyers choose 
to work here and never leave anymore; why else would workers from other parts of the 
country, here only for a temporary project like the Endako Mine expansion, chose to bring their 
family and stay for good; or why else would hunters and fisherman from the lower mainland, 
who initially came for recreation, buy property here and start a business? 
 
We cannot calculate a dollar price for quality of life and compare it to the value of a load of logs 
or the number of person-years of employment. But if we sacrifice it for a small delay of the 
inevitable fall down, we will see and feel the costs of losing these values for generations.  
Would it not be fairer to the people if our government honestly stated the hard facts of the 
unavoidable job losses and helped us prepare for it? What is happening now is like telling a 
blindfolded patient everything will be alright and putting band aid after band aid on a limb that 
has to be amputated anyways. 
As a resident and a wilderness tourism business owner I urge you, please do not use the non-
timber value reserves as a stop gap measure to temporarily increase the timber supply. We 
Northerners are resilient people and will get through this crisis, but we need a diverse, healthy 
forest to sustain our physical and psychological wellbeing.   

 
 
 
 


