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        April 20, 2012 
 
Honourable Christy Clark, Honourable Steve Thomson,       Honourable Pat Bell, 
Premier of BC Minister of Forests, Lands and     Minister of Jobs,   
                                                Natural Resource Operations       Tourism and Innovation 
 
 
RE:  Government Plans to Address Short-Term/Mid-Term Timber Supply Issues 
 
I am a registered professional forester with long experience in forest management in BC, 
both in government and as an independent forest management consultant.  I was 
honoured to serve as the first Chair of the Forest Practices Board of BC from 1995 to 
2000. 
 
I am writing to express my opposition to proposals to allow logging in wildlife 
management areas, biodiversity and riparian areas and old-growth reserves and to 
eliminate or compromise other environmental protection measures to address short- and 
mid-term timber supply problems related to the mountain pine beetle.  These proposals, 
outlined in the recent Mid-Term Timber Supply Project report are a very short sighted 
response to a long-term problem and will undo much of what professionals, past 
governments and the public at large have worked hard to accomplish in BC over the last 
30 years. 
 
The post-pine beetle crash should not be news to anyone.  It was well recognized as an 
inevitable consequence of the very significant increases in annual allowable harvest rates 
to unsustainable levels in many parts of the interior, and the ramping up of logging 
capacity, mill capacity, small businesses and jobs in response.  Warnings have been there 
for years.  The elevated harvest could not be sustained.  cut levels would have to fall. Mill 
closures and the loss of logging jobs were inevitable.  All of us share some of the blame 
for not taking action sooner to address this problem, and all of us will bear some of the 
burden for that failure. 
 
But the measures your government is considering are absolutely not the answer.  They 
will simply perpetuate and exacerbate the problem of unsustainable harvest levels, and 
will pass on a seriously degraded forest landscape and even more problems to the 
generations that follow.  As documented in the report, the elimination of the 
environmental protection measures does relatively little to reduce the employment 
impacts of the pine beetle and the increased harvest rates in the last decade, and puts 
environmental, social and First Nations values at significant risk. 
 



Many, many people in this province have spent years working hard to improve forest 
practices, to negotiate appropriate land use plans and to establish the protected reserves 
and management regimes that are necessary for the proper stewardship of forests into the 
future.  Many of the measures that we have implemented have been limited to reduce 
timber supply impacts, and are already barely adequate to achieve what is necessary.  We 
cannot allow what we have achieved to be undone now because of our failures to 
confront a reality that we all knew was coming.  A different approach is clearly required, 
and a full and open public dialogue is necessary for us to find that approach. 
 
I also want to express strong opposition to any plans to suspend the authority of the Chief 
Forester to make AAC determinations and to give that authority to Cabinet.  The Chief 
Forester’s role is to be an advocate for our forests and to ensure their proper management 
on behalf of all of us in BC.  That role cannot be replaced by political responses to short-
term political interests.  Maintaining and strengthening the role of the Chief Forester, not 
removing it, will be key to finding a way out of this situation.  As a past Chair of the 
Forest Practices Board, I understand the critical importance of the independence of the 
Chief Foresters office.  I urge you not to replace that independent professional 
responsibility for establishing harvest rates with political decision-making. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Keith Moore M.A. RPF 
 
 
c.c.  Bill Bourgeois, Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities 
       Bob Simpson, Independent MLA 
 


