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Independent MLA: "Stop Stalling and Start Consulting" 
 

The Independent MLA for Cariboo North is challenging the BC Liberals to stop stalling and immediately 

start consulting with communities in the mountain pine beetle (MPB) impacted region of the province. 

“With the release of the International Wood Markets timber supply report today, the government and 

the public have external confirmation that we could see timber shortages and job losses as soon as 

2014,” said Simpson. “Cabinet needs to stop dithering and start consulting with the communities that 

will be directly affected by these potential timber shortages.”  

Simpson has been pressuring government ministers since last fall to engage the public in discussions 

about their intention to open up forest reserves to logging. Last week the government’s thinking on this 

issue was inadvertently revealed in leaked documents. 

“The Minister of Jobs has indicated that the government may start consultations this summer, but the 

government’s own documents show that in the case of Quesnel, decisions have to be made and be 

'implementable' by then,” said Simpson. 

In recent news stories, both the Association of BC Forest Professionals and the Council of Forest 

Industries have called for public consultation to begin sooner than this summer. 

“I suspect that Cabinet is afraid that the lack of reliable forest data, as pointed out by the Auditor 

General earlier this year, will be further exposed and that they’ll face hard questions about their 

mismanagement of the MPB epidemic, and that’s why they’re stalling,” said Simpson. 

The Independent MLA pointed out that the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako reacted to the Auditor 

General’s scathing indictment of Liberal forest policy by passing a unanimous resolution to hire experts 

to give them an independent assessment of the state of the forests in their region.  

“Delaying consultation will only create a greater backlash against the government’s mishandling of this 

critical and time sensitive issue. Nothing can be gained from further delays.” 
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