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First, let's call the problem what it is. The forest industry has a near-term timber supply problem, never 
mind the mid-term. Many forest companies are hard pressed to show where their next five years cut 
will come from.

Second, the Mountain Pine Beetle is not to blame for our over cutting and lack of management. We are. 
Many of us have seen this coming for decades. Inexplicably, our response to past and present beetle 
infestations has been to raise the AAC and simply exacerbate the problem by developing a “need” for 
ever larger volumes of wood.

Third, we cannot “create” more timber supply for the near-term. We can only steal more from the 
future, undermining any hope of a truly sustainable forest industry.

A lesson can be learned here, from Woodlot Licensees across the province. Woodlots do not have a 
“mid-term timber supply crisis”. Many of us have been hit by mountain pine beetle, fire and other 
disturbances. Some of us obtained an uplift in AAC to deal with it. Are we now demanding to cut our 
wildlife tree patches, riparian areas and every other standing tree to maintain that cut? No. We 
recognize the finite nature of our licenses. We re-examine our inventory and set a reduced level of cut 
until new growth catches up.

This is all that can be done provincially as well. Grinding up our immature stands and ground debris for 
bio-fuel will only make the timber supply less in the long run. Spreading petroleum based fertilizers  is  
no substitute for true soil building management practices.

The “fall down effect” has been known longer than I have been in forestry, going on forty years now. 
It's time we took a cold, hard look at what we have left and manage it for the long term. Near-term 
management is what caused the problem. It can't fix it.

If any attempt is made to implement the list of “solutions” that has been proposed so far, we might as 
well throw away all pretence of sustainability, cut like crazy until it's all gone, and then go mining.

Rod Krimmer
Woodlot Licensee


