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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

Now that the BC NDP has formed Government with the support of the BC Greens, it is time to compare 
Party commitments with recommended priorities to move toward long-term forest stewardship and  
address identified community related priority actions (i.e., community influence and community 
economic diversification). 

Previously, five (5) Political priority issues and associated actions were recommended for adoption by 
politicians, specifically: 

1) Establishing long-term forest stewardship direction, 
2) Ensuring Professional Reliance performance meets community expectations, 
3) Requiring landscape level planning, 
4) Generating rural community influence on strategic forest lands decision-making, and 
5) Re-invigorating the BC forest resources research sector. 

The recent Confidence and Supply Agreement between the BC NDP and the BC Greens includes only 
three (3) forestry related items (NDP-BC Greens forestry agreements), specifically: 

• Revitalize the Environmental Assessment process in BC and review and address failures in the 
professional reliance model in BC so that British Columbians’ faith in resource development can 
be restored.  

• Reinvigorate our forest sector to improve both environmental standards and jobs for local 
communities.  

• Implement an increase of the carbon tax by $5 per tonne per year, beginning April 1, 2018 and 
expand the tax to fugitive emissions and to slash-pile burning.  

  

What can we expect from the new BC Government based on recent commitments 
compared to what is needed to move toward long-term forest stewardship and 
community resiliency? 

http://bcforestconversation.com/
mailto:info@bcforestconversation.com
http://bcforestconversation.com/wp-content/uploads/Political-priority-issues.pdf
http://bcforestconversation.com/wp-content/uploads/NDP-BC-Greens-forestry-agreements.pdf
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Of these commitments, two (2) relate to the five (5) HFHC priority issues, specifically:  

1) Ensuring Professional Reliance performance meets community expectations by providing adequate 
and transparent compliance and enforcement of forest management practices that builds 
confidence long-term forest stewardship is not being compromised.  

2) Generating rural community influence on strategic forest lands decision-making and removing 
barriers and providing Government leadership to encourage growth and innovation of the 
secondary wood manufacturing sector. 

It should be remembered the BC NDP and BC Greens made forest related commitments beyond those in 
the Confidence and Supply Agreement.  These were summarized in Political forestry commitments-2017 
election-update.  It should be noted that the NDP forest related commitments have been expanded 
through the Confidence and Supply Agreement brining in some of the BC Greens commitments.  However, 
when these are added to the NDP election platform commitments they remain disappointing relative to 
the priority issues and actions recommended based on the previous HFHC dialogue. 

REQUIRED ACTION 

It is not uncommon for a Government to go beyond their 
commitments made during an election campaign.  We need 
to recognize the campaign is not the same as “running the 
Government” as things change and develop during the term 
in office.  This normal course of events is an opportunity to 
make a greater effort in moving toward long-term forest 
stewardship and community resiliency than recognized during the campaign or previous Government 
actions.  We also need to remember the advice from Dr. Leier.  Those of us who are committed to long-
term forest stewardship and addressing community resiliency need to “push and pressure” the new 
Government to do the right thing. 

Each of us has opportunity to talk with politicians and political influencers.  Now is the time to capitalize 
on these opportunities and promote action on the identified priority issues.  The HFHC website 
(http://bcforestconversation.com), including the Long-term stewardship-summary report provides 
information that can be of assistance in developing the arguments for discussions with politicians and 
influencers. Those inclined to share their views in the news media or social media should use these 
communication tools to promote the arguments. 

There are people involved in the management of BC forests 
who are taking a leadership role in expanding the practices 
beyond the norm in ways that will lead to long-term forest 
stewardship and community resiliency.  These leaders should 
be encouraged to share their practices through available 
communications tools as examples for others. 

Dr. Mark Leier, SFU professor & 
labour historian, “Governments do 
not do things because it is the right 
thing to do.  They do the right thing 
when they are pushed and pressured 
to do them.” 

As citizens of British Columbia, we 
share with Government, the 
responsibility for stewardship of 
provincial lands. This requires us to 
understand and respect diverse 
values and ecosystems and work 
together to sustain these lands and 
resources for future generations. 
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